
 
       

Ex. 31:13b-17’s Chiasmic Structure 
(See Meir Paran’s diagram and discussion in Darkhe ha-Signon ha Kohani ba Torah, pp. 167ff.) 
 
A(x, -f) 13But My SHABBATS you shall keep 
B         for it is a sign 
C             between Me and you 
D        for your generations  
E     to know that I am HaShem who makes you  
F(-a)        14You shall keep the SHABBAT for it is  to you 
G              One profaning it shall be put to death  
H                  For everyone that makes on it work cut off shall that NEPHESH be from among his people 
 
X1           15 Six days 
X2              may be made work 
X3              but on the seventh day 
X4              it is a SHABBAT SHABBATON  
X5              it is  to HaShem  
              
H`                   Everyone making work on the SHABBAT day 
G`                shall be put to death 
F`(-a)           16The children of Israel shall keep the SHABBAT 
E`       to make the SHABBAT 
D`           for their generations an eternal covenant 
C`     17 between Me and the children of Israel 
B`           it is a sign forever 
 
A`x1      for in six days 
A`x2       made HaShem the heavens and the earth 
A`x3      but on the seventh day  
A`x4      He “SHABBATted” 
A`x5       and was “NEPHESHed.” 
 
The name HaShem appears 3 times. The word holy as noun or verb appears 3 times. Shabbat or Shabbaton appears 7 times, 
and the verb shavat appears once. The formula 7 + 1 is commonly used in ritual descriptions in the Torah.  
 



 
 

)f-,x(Aתִּשְׁמֹרוּ        , שַׁבְּתֹתַי-        אַךְ אֶת  
         B             כִּי אוֹת הִוא  

         C                  בֵּינִי וּבֵינֵיכֶם 
         D                    לְדֹרֹתֵיכֶם 
          E                       כִּי אֲנִי הי מְקַדִּשְׁכֶם,  לָדַעַת 

)     a-(F                           לָכֶםהִואהַשַּׁבָּת כִּי קֹדֶשׁ -אֶת, וּשְׁמַרְתֶּם  
          G                                ָמוֹת יוּמָת,  מְחַלְלֶיה 

          H                                  הַנֶּפֶשׁ הַהִוא מִקֶּרֶב עַמֶּיהָוְנִכְרְתָה, הָעֹשֶׂה בָהּ מְלָאכָה-  כִּי כָּל  
 

        1X                                              מִים יָשֵׁשֶׁת 
        2X                                           יֵעָשֶׂה מְלָאכָה    
        3X                                              הַשְּׁבִיעִיוּבַיּוֹם  
        4X                                           שַׁבַּת שַׁבָּתוֹן   
        5X                                          קֹדֶשׁ לַהי    

 
         'H                                   בְּיוֹם הַשַּׁבָּתמְלָאכָההָעֹשֶׂה - כָּל  
         'G                             מוֹת יוּמָת    

)    a-('F                           ּהַשַּׁבָּת-אֶתיִשְׂרָאֵל - בְנֵיוְשָׁמְרו 
         'E                       הַשַּׁבָּת- לַעֲשׂוֹת אֶת 
         'D                   לְדֹרֹתָם בְּרִית עוֹלָם 
         'C                 וּבֵין בְּנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל, בֵּינִי 
         'B            לְעֹלָםהִוא  אוֹת  

 
     1x'A   שֵׁשֶׁת יָמִים-   כִּי 
     2x'A    הָאָרֶץ-וְאֶתהַשָּׁמַיִם -   עָשָׂה הי אֶת 
     3x'A   וּבַיּוֹם הַשְּׁבִיעִי      
     4x'A   שָׁבַת      
     5x'A     ׁוַיִּנָּפַש    

 


